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2008 Chairman’s Report 
 
 
  
To the Shareholders of the Great Southern Community Financial Services Ltd  
  
The Bendigo Community Bank model has just celebrated its 10th  Birthday with the first Community 
Bank operating for ten years. 
  
The Tambellup Cranbrook Community Branch of the Bendigo Bank, the 3rd opened in Western Australia 
will celebrate its 9th Birthday in 2008. (15 November 2008 )  
  
Led by our Manager Vin Fordham Lamont and our dedicated and wonderful staff, Johanna, Kathryn and 
Deb, we are now very close to a $50 million portfolio. 
  
When the Steering Committee met in early 1999 I doubt if any person imagined that we would be in this 
position today.   The Board is humbled and grateful for the support that our communities have shown in 
the concept of Community Bank. 
  
In 2007 we announced and paid a fully franked dividend of 7.5%. 
  
We have in allocated reserves $70,000 ready to be dispersed to our respective Shires for project that will 
not only improve community infrastructure but will enhance the value of every ratepayers property as 
well as earn an income for each Shire. 
  
This has been achieved by the simple process of Community Banking. 
  
The Board has maintained its policy of supporting smaller sponsorships  (up to a maximum of $2000 and 
the concept of larger contributions as Community commitment for “big ticket” infrastructure.  Examples 
of this commitment is the $50,000 set aside for the Tambellup Shire in regard to the 2 bedroom units 
intended to be built in Taylor Street and a request  from the Cranbrook Shire for $20,000 for the first 
stage of the Frankland River Caravan Park. 
  
While the Community Bank has never intended to be the main provider of funds for community 
infrastructure it certainly is a major resource for the “community contribution”. 
  
In 2007 at our AGM held in Cranbrook we welcomed 2 new Directors in Mrs Barbara Groves and Mrs 
Connie Witham.   Barbara came to the Board with not only many skills needed to run a successful 
Company but also the unique fact that she was a resident of Frankland , worked in Cranbrook and now 
resides in the Tambellup Shire.   Mrs Connie Witham, our very capable and hard working Company 
Treasurer  took the step to being a Director and has been an absolutely brilliant Treasurer ensuring that all 
matters regarding the Company funds are dealt with in the appropriate manner. 
  
 
 
 
 



Mr Merv Lange, who has been and continues to be a great supporter of Community Banking resigned 
from the Board at our 2007 AGM and once again I thank Merv for his time on the Board. 
 
At this AGM, we say thankyou to Mrs Trish Standish who has resigned from the Board due to work 
commitments and we thank Trish for her contribution, first as our Treasurer and as a Director.  
The Board will also say goodbye to Mr Phil Birt and Mr Peter Jefferies who are also retiring.  On a 
personal level it will be a sad day as both men have given their all from the initial Steering Committee 
days forward.  Peter has been a Chairman of this Board and Phil a stalwart of the concept of Community 
Bank and on behalf of the Bendigo and Adelaide Bank Ltd, the Board, Staff and Shareholders, I thank 
them both for their contributions.. 
  
Our Company Secretary, Jan Pope who is currently in the UK as I read this report, has once again given 
of her time and expertise without question. Jan’s dedication to the Community Bank concept is the reason 
Tambellup Cranbrook have a Community Bank. 
  
To all Directors, on behalf of the Shareholders, thank you for your efforts over the past 12 months. 
  
Our Partners, Bendigo and Adelaide Bank Limited through their very capable and dedicated staff have 
provided us with a solid and stable enterprise to help build our Community.  I would like to take this 
opportunity to say a huge thank you to Rob Hunt for his foresight in developing the Community Bank 
concept.   The support of his team led by Russell Jenkins in Bendigo, Mrs Vicki Pearce,  State Manager 
WA  and our Regional Manager Mark Bateman have enabled this enterprise to flourish. 
  
Your Bank is a strong, viable asset to your community, thank you for your support. 
  

  
 
Adrian Bridge 
Chairman 
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