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Newsletter!
Community Bank Trafalgar & District

Chair update

Welcome to our first Community Bank Trafalgar &

District newsletter for the year!

It’s hard to believe we’re already well into the year.

We’ve had a fantastic start, attending many

community events and being part of the local

community, something that is always a highlight

for our team.

We’ve opened our first Community Investment

Round for the year and were encouraged by

strong attendance at our information session,

with community organisations from across the

region learning more about the Community Bank

model. We now look forward to reviewing

applications that will deliver meaningful impact.

 

We’re also pleased to share that the Board has

finalised the successful recipients of our 2026

Community Scholarship Round. With many

outstanding applications, five recipients have

been selected and will be officially announced

soon.

Our work continues to be guided by a clear

strategic direction. In November last year, the

Board held a strategic planning session to guide

current development. It was fantastic to have all

Directors present, alongside our Branch Manager

and staff engagement, and I believe it was the

right setting to collaboratively progress our

Strategic Action Plan.

Our Community Survey will also be closing soon,

so now is the time to have your say if you haven’t

already. The short five-minute survey will help

guide our funding decisions, and it’s a great way

for our community to be involved in shaping

where support goes.

Happy reading!

Regards,

Debbie Di Sisto

Chairperson.
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Sharing the Community Bank difference

Another successful Community Investment Information Session was a great

opportunity to share the Community Bank model with our community. Many were

surprised to learn that the majority of our profits are returned directly to local

community groups, setting us apart from corporate banks. We were thrilled to welcome

22 groups to the session and now look forward to reviewing applications and

continuing to support our community to thrive.

Supporting local music through

West Gippsland Concert Band

We are proud to support the West Gippsland Concert

Band with funding for their Instrument First Aid program.

The WGCB provides a welcoming and inspiring

environment for anyone interested in learning wind

instruments or percussion, and their Greenhorns training

band offers free music education for children across our

region. It’s wonderful to see such an inclusive initiative

making music more accessible and helping to nurture

local talent throughout our community.

A record-breaking year for the

Yarragon Good Friday Appeal

Easter Egg Treasure Hunt

We are proud to once again support the Yarragon Good

Friday Appeal through the 2026 Community Bank

Trafalgar & District Easter Egg Treasure Hunt. This much-

loved annual event brings families together while raising

vital funds for a meaningful cause, and we are honoured

to help deliver another fun, family-friendly day for the

community. The Yarragon Good Friday Appeal

Committee has once again done an outstanding job

organising the event, with strong community involvement

helping make this year their biggest yet, raising an

incredible $61,281.56 and bringing the total over the past

12 years to $428,557.97.



“The financial support has helped

cover essential costs like groceries,

study materials and transport, making

a real difference to my university

experience.”

- Elizabeth, Scholarship Recipient

Farewell Thao

We would like to take a moment to farewell Thao Nguyen from our

Trafalgar branch. While you may still see Thao’s friendly face at

Bendigo Bank, she will be moving to the Warragul branch to be closer

to home.

Thao has made an incredible impact on our branch and our

customers, and we sincerely thank her for all her hard work,

dedication, and the positive energy she brought to every interaction.

Although this isn’t goodbye, it’s a heartfelt “see you soon”!

We wish Thao all the best in her new role at the Warragul branch.

Celebrating

Scholarship Success

We are thrilled to share an update from

Elizabeth Darvil, one of our Community

Bank Trafalgar & District scholarship

recipients.

Elizabeth has just completed a 12-week

internship with Gippsland Water and a

Summer Unit at Monash University,

gaining valuable real-world experience

in her field. She is now entering her third

and final year of a Bachelor of Science

degree, majoring in chemistry and

genetics, and continues to excel in her

studies.

The scholarship has made a significant

difference, allowing her to live closer to

campus at Clayton and fully experience

university life, rather than commuting

from Trafalgar five days a week. The

financial support has been used for

essential study materials, groceries, and

transport to both university and

weekend work in Yarragon.

We are proud to support the education

and development of talented students

in our community and look forward to

seeing the incredible contributions

Elizabeth will make in the field of

science.

See the Impact: Our

Community

Investment in Action

Our Community Impact Report is now

finalised, and we encourage everyone

to take a look! Discover the many

groups, events, initiatives, and ways we

have supported our community through

our profit.

With over $2.1 million and counting

returned to the community, it’s amazing

to see the impact we’re making

together.

You can view the report via the link on

our website, or collect a hard copy at

the branch.

 



West Gippsland Charity Golf Day Association

We were proud to join our neighbouring Community Bank branches, Drouin and Neerim,

in March to support the West Gippsland Charity Golf Day Association. The day was a

great success, raising an incredible $21,000 for West Gippsland Healthcare Group and

Warragul and District Specialist School, making a meaningful impact in our local

community.

Backing Our Local Clubs –

Trafalgar Junior Football Club

We’re proud to continue supporting the Trafalgar Junior

Football Club. Over the years, we have enjoyed being

part of the club’s journey, and this year we will be involved

in their upcoming Summit Day.

There’s nothing better than seeing our local kids thrive.

Through our referral program, you can help the club even

more simply by banking locally. It’s an easy way to give

back to the community while enjoying the benefits of

banking with us.

Together, we can continue

building stronger, more

connected communities.

Supporting the Trafalgar

Cricket Club: Pitch Covers

We are proud to support the Trafalgar Cricket Club by

sponsoring the new covers for their cricket pitch, a first in

the recreation reserve’s estimated 120+ year history!

“This is the first time in the recreation reserve's history that

covers have been placed on the oval. The benefits will not

just be for cricket, as the equipment can also be used to

protect certain sections of the oval,” said club

representative, Liam Durkin.

The new covers will help protect the pitch when it rains,

ensuring matches can commence smoothly once the

weather clears.

We congratulate the Trafalgar Cricket Club on this

exciting milestone and look forward to seeing the

benefits of these new covers for many seasons ahead.



Community Bank Trafalgar & District Investment Program

Supporting the Trafalgar Pro-Am

We were thrilled to support the Trafalgar Pro-Am at the Trafalgar Golf Club, an event

we’ve proudly backed in previous years. It was fantastic to once again be involved and

to have so many meaningful conversations with members of our community throughout

the event.

Team Donations 

Our CSO Bec has selected Traf East Hall for March's

Team Donation, contributing $500 to support repairs

following a recent break-in, including lock and damage

repairs. Bec met with Hall President Luke and his son

Lachlen to show her support.

We were devastated to hear about the break-in at

Westbury Fire Brigade. As a small community brigade,

they were chosen for a team donation in February to help

cover repair costs. We’re proud to support our community

in times of need, and this was a great choice from team

member Thao.

Empowering Our Team to

Support the Causes That

Matter Most

Our January team donation was selected by Company

Secretary Rosie, who chose Olivia’s Place. Based in

Drouin, they support families with young children across

six shires, providing vital practical care and support. A

visit to their warehouse highlighted the incredible impact

they have in the community during challenging times.

Our point of difference lies in the

difference we make in our

community

Our next investment program 

  Open Close

2026 5 August  2 September

     

The better banking of Community Bank customers, returns

profits to the people and communities it serves, so that great

local initiatives like yours gets the funding it deserves.

To find out more, please visit

communitybanktrafalgar.smartygrants.com.au/
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