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Samantha Charles wins “Bill Cummo Award”
Neerim District Community Bank® Branch’s Bill Cumming Young
Achiever Award for 2013 has been awarded to Samantha Charles
from Drouin.
The Bill Cumming Young Achiever Award was established in
Mr Cumming’s memory in 2010 to acknowledge the achievements
of a young person from the Neerim district.
Neerim District Community Bank® company Chairman Paul
Bright said Mr Cumming was an active member of the Neerim
community prior to his sudden death in 2009. “Bill was
particularly keen to encourage local young people to achieve their
best, no matter what activity they were involved in,” Mr Bright
said.
Matt Cumming made this year’s presentation to Samantha on
behalf of the Cumming family.
“Sam’s nomination was excellent and she obviously
demonstrates initiative in all she has taken on in her young years,”
he said.
“The diversity of her interests and her achievements, volunteer
work, in particular the work she does as a Director of the
Community Bank® company and Youth Foundation, are quite
amazing. “We would like to wish her all the best for the future, which
I am sure, will be successful in all areas undertaken.”
Samantha, 22, was nominated for the award by Beth Delzoppo.
She is currently studying accountancy while supporting herself
working at Lyrebird Village in Drouin.
In her spare time Samantha is a volunteer facilitator with the Youth
Foundation Neerim District, a group she joined as a 16 year old in
2008. “Through the Youth Foundation Samantha has developed

Bill Cumming Award winner Samantha Charles (right) pictured with Tim
Gilmore, Branch Manager Neerim District Community Bank® Branch and
Matt Cumming.

many skills including public speaking and event management,”
Mrs Delzoppo said.
“Samantha was awarded an ABC Heywire award in 2012 and
attended the 2013 ABC Heywire Youth Forum in Canberra.”
Mr Bright said Samantha was elected to the Board of the Neerim
District Financial Services Limited in 2012, where she leads the
youth portfolio.
“The Neerim District Community Bank® Branch congratulates
Samantha on her well earned award,” he said.
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Community Grants 2013
Neerim District Community Bank® Branch awarded its community
and youth grants for 2013 at a special presentation recently, bringing
the branch’s total community contributions to $1.6 million since it
opened in July 2000.

Neerim District Playgroup – $1,328.70

Neerim District Financial Services Limited Chairman Paul Bright said
the breadth of the branch’s grants program was an “exceptional
achievement” for a small community.
“This result shows the foresight of the group of community members
who set up Neerim District Community Bank® Branch 13 years ago,”
Mr Bright said.
“They had a vision of a locally owned and operated branch that
worked to serve its community, and that dream has certainly come
to fruition.”
This year seven community groups in the Neerim, Buln Buln,
Nilma North and Noojee areas received grants totalling more than
$56,136.22.
Mr Bright said the projects would benefit the entire Neerim
community, and praised the branch’s partnership with the Bendigo
and Adelaide Bank’s philanthropic arm, Community Enterprise
Foundation™, which facilitated the allocation of funds.
“This partnership enables local community organisations to share
in our success,” he said. “We aim to support accessible and
valued community services and partnerships, leading change that
strengthens and unites our community,” he said.

Project title: Playground Expansion
The playgroup operates from a hall in the grounds of the Neerim
District Rural Primary School. The group has outgrown its hall and
wishes to fence the yard around the hall to allow the playgroup to
meet outdoors.

Neerim Memorial Hall – $2,113.52

Grant recipients for 2013 were:

Project title: Replacement of the Hall’s Hot Water Unit.
The Hall’s hot water unit is very small, old and unreliable and as the
Hall is often used needs to be replaced.

Buln Buln Football Club – $2,194

Project title: Replacement of Line Marker
The Club’s current linemarker is un-reliable. It is used regularly by the
Football, Cricket Clubs as well as the Primary School to mark their
ovals for competitions and school sports.

Community Grants 2013
Noojee Primary School –
$2,500
Project title: Community Sport and
Recreation Project
The grant will allow the school to install a
swing back basketball ring and backboard
in the sports stadium at the school. This
grant compliments a grant received bt the
school from Baw Baw Shire.

Nilma North CFA –
$3,000
Project title: Office Equipment
The Nilma North CFA unit has recently
purchsed their own laptop but require a
photocopier/printer to make best use of
the equipment. The new copier/printer
will enable the unit to print operational
maps and promotional material in house.

Neerim South Recreation
Reserve Committee of
Management – $20,000
Project title: Extension to Verandah of
main Pavillion
The Grant will allow the Committee to
extend the verandah over the seating
and viewing area in front of the change
rooms making the spectatotor area
more user friendly.

Neerim District Soldiers
Memorial Hospital –
$25,000

Branch
contacts
Call in and see us at
143 Main Road, Neerim
South and you will receive
the friendly, informed service
for which Neerim District
Community Bank® Branch is
renowned.
The branch is staffed by the
following team members:
Branch Manager
Tim Gilmore
Customer Relationship
Manager
Maureen Johnston
Senior Customer Service
Officer
Karen Johnson
Customer Service
Officers
Jenny Cooper
Donna Field
Amanta Hopkins
For all your banking needs
call into Neerim District
Community Bank® Branch
at 143 Main Road, Neerim
South or telephone us on
5628 1079, we welcome your
enquiry.

Project title: Upgrade Operating
Theatre Equipment
The grant will assist the Hospital to
replace its 30 plus year old Theatre
Operating Table, as well as purchase a
Theatre Medical Fridge and a Theatre
Video Larynscopy system.

The ‘I Want’ Personal Loan from Bendigo Bank is loaded
with benefits and tailored to suit your needs.
Applying is fast, simple and no fuss.
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If you know what you want, but need help to get it:
Drop into your nearest branch at 143 – 145 Main Road,
Neerim South or phone 5628 1079.

Terms, conditions, fees and charges apply. All loans subject to the bank’s normal lending criteria. Bendigo and Adelaide Bank Limited ABN 11 068 049 178 AFSL/
Australian Credit Licence 237879. PL14 (201926_v1) (3/12/2013)

Neerim District Community Bank® Branch

Young Writers’ Workshop

NEERIM DISTRICT

Youth Foundation
Neerim District wants
to hear the dreams of
our young people.

“What would you
do with $1,000?”
For more information
and ideas:
Leave your name and contact
details with the staff at
Neerim District Community
Bank® Branch.
Email:
treasurer@ndfs.com.au
Website:
www.youthfoundation.com.au

On 7 and 8 of November a group of 40 students
from the Tarago Education Community took part
in a two day writers workshop. All these students
came from various schools including Noojee
Jindivick, Drouin West and Neerim South Primary
Schools and Neerim District Secondary College.
Michael Pryor was the first guest author. Michael
is a fantasy writer and has been writing for almost
20 years. During this time, he has written 33
books and his 34th will be released in April next
year. Michael was an excellent guest speaker and
involved all the students, he even performed some magic tricks.
On the last day of the workshop Scot Gardner paid a visit to Drouin. Scot has only been writing since 2001
and has already written 13 books and is currently working on his next novel. Scot was a hilarious character
and shared many personal, funny stories with all the students. For most of his novels he gets inspiration
from his personal experiences or from others he had spoken to.
The workshop was a great experience for everyone involved and every student learnt new things that
will help them in their future writing careers. There was quite a bit of sharing of work from the students
that wanted to, which was a great way to observe different ways that others write and different ideas
everyone has.
The writing workshop was a huge success and we would like to thank Youth Foundation Neerim District
for the grant and all the teachers that came along to help, in particularly Ms Johns from Neerim District
Secondary College who was present over the course of the two days and organised everything from the
guest authors to the food and stationary that was supplied for each student.
Youth Foundation Neerim District thanks Tamika Clancy for her ideas, contribution and work during
this program.

www.facebook.com/yfnetwork

Shape It! Grant 2013
Neerim District Young People “Have Your Say! Use Your Voice”
The Youth Foundation Neerim District in partnership with the Neerim District Lions Club
received a Shape It! Grant from the Victorian Government. Hon Ryan Smith MP, Minister
for Youth Affairs says, “It is important young people have every
opportunity to contribute to the development of their community and
help shape its long term-future.”
On the afternoon of 15 November 2013 over 50 young people
contributed to a forum held at the new Neerim District Community
Business Centre. This gave the young people the opportunity to
have a say as to what they would like in their community.
If you are a young person between 10 and 30 years, missed the
afternoon and wish to have a say you may contact Neerim District
Community Bank® Branch.
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Neerim District Community Bank® Branch
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Phone: 5628 1079

Website: www.bendigobank.com.au/neerim

Opening hours: Monday to Friday 9.00am – 5.00pm and Saturday mornings 9.00am – 12 noon
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