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Bill Cumming Young Achiever of the Year
The Bill Cumming Young Achiever of the Year
is awarded to a Neerim local between the
ages of 15 and 25 who exhibits the ideals
espoused by “Bill Cummo” of achieving their
best in whatever they do.
Nominees should be high achievers in their
studies or vocation and always strive to
achieve excellence in their lives and the
pursuit of their goals.

Outside of her college course she has
completed a Sports Trainers course and was
responsible for organising a First Aid Course
at the club.
According to her nominator, Mr Hans Strating
from the Neerim Neerim South Football
Netball Club, Caitlan is a very pleasant young
woman who has shown that she is very
capable of achieving her goals.

This year’s Bill Cumming Young Achiever
Award Winner was Caitlan Jolley who is
studying Sports Therapy at the Sports
Therapy College in Melbourne.
Caitlin is very passionate about local sport,
and every Saturday during the winter months
she can be found at the Neerim Neerim
South Football Netball Club where she assists
the trainers with strapping and rubbing down
the football and netball players.
In 2011 she turned up early every Saturday
whilst completing her VCE studies. Through
her attention to her studies she was awarded
a scholarship for her first year at the College.
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Above: Caitlan Jolley (L) with
Christine Cumming, wife of the
late Bill Cumming after whom
the award is named.
Left: Presentation of Young
Achiever Award (L-R) Tim
Gilmore, Branch Manager,
Caitlan Jolley, Matt Cumming
and Christine Cumming.
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From all of us at Neerim District Community Bank® Branch, best wishes for the holiday
season and thank you for your loyalty and support.
Drop into your branch at 115 Main Road, Neerim South or phone 5628 1079.
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2012 Community Grants
This year we received 17 applications for grants totalling more than
$276,000. All applications were assessed by both the Community
Enterprise Foundation™ and a sub-committee of the Board. There were
nine applications recommended for funding valued at about $110,000 and
one applicant is being offered a Challenge Grant. This brings the amount
returned to the Neerim district community in the form of grants and
sponsorships to more than $1.2 million.
This year’s successful applicants are:
Neerim Noojee Ambulance Auxillary was awarded a grant of $3,073 to
improve the training facility at the ambulance station in Neerim South,
replacing a whiteboard with a multimedia projector and screen.
The upgraded facilty will provide a better medium for the Ambulance
Community Officers (ACO) training room, which is also used by Neerim
District Soldiers Memorial Hospital and other community groups.
Neerim Cemetery Trust was granted $4,500 to purchase a ride-on
mower, which can be used to more easily mow lawns around graveyard
monuments and garden beds while towing a trailer with spray gear and other
maintenance equipment.
Jindivick Primary School received $4,600 for their 1:1 Netbook Program to
purchase 10 netbooks for the school’s Grade 5 and 6 students.
Our vision is to have a whole school 1:1 ICT program from Prep
- 6. With the help of the TEC and Parent Club fundraising, we have
managed to provide all Prep and Grade 1 children with an iPad.
Grade 2,3,4 classes have access to four year old netbooks, while
the Grade 5 and 6 classes rely on aging desktop computers.
Noojee Primary School was granted $5,000 for their Computer and
Relevant Software Access Program.
The project aims to replace our older computers with updated
laptops for the benefit of the Noojee and surrounding communities
who don’t have regular access to computers and the internet, as
well as computer classes to improve knowledge in the field.
Neerim District Bowling Club received $5,990 to re-roof the
clubhouse.

Youth Foundation Neerim
District Grants
Neerim District Secondary College received $10,000 which will be used to establish the
Tarago Education Community Digital Music Studio at Neerim District Secondary College.
The studio will be used as a community and educational hub for a variety of activities such
as media and communication skills, community radio, advertising, music develoment,
recording and filming.
Noojee Historical Society was awarded $10,000 for Stage 1 of the Noojee Heritage Centre
Project to provide the community with new tourism facilities to raise the profile of Noojee.
The project aims to construct a replica of the original Noojee Railway Station as a heritage
centre and the provision of a locomotive static display in situ. The station building will
provide information on the timber industry, a linkage point for walking and cycling trails
and local tourism information.
Neerim District Soldiers Memorial Hospital received $15,000 towards upgrading the
Hospital’s IT Server and telephone system. This project has become top priority to
maintain safe and efficient operation of the health service as the present system,
installed in the 1990’s, can no longer cope with communication requirements.
Neerim South Primary School and Neerim District Secondary College Cooperative received
a grant of $50,000 to build a gymnasium at the Neerim South Recreation Centre.
This type of facility is not currently available in the Neerim district and will benefit many
sectors of the community. The committee has worked tirelessly for many years to raise the
funds needed for this project and this grant will see it go ahead.
Neerim District Progress Association – Wetlands Project Challenge Grant will receive a
Challenge Grant of $85,000.00 over two years if the Progress Association is successful in
raising the remaining funds needed to construct the Wetlands.
A Challenge Grant is given to
an organisation to
encourage them to raise
the additional money
required to complete their
project and will be paid
once the additional funds
are obtained.

The Youth Foundation Neerim District which
operates under the auspices of Neerim District
Community Bank® Branch has been in operation
for nearly four years and has distributed $68,000
to projects supporting the youth of the district.
This year the foundation made presentations to
four organisations that support our district’s youth,
including:
Youth for Christ Australia received $10,000 for the
2013 Positive Choices Mentoring Program at the
Neerim District Secondary College. This program
aims to train adults in the community to be
mentors to young people. In addition the project
will oversee and facilitate mentoring programs
at the Neerim District Secondary College with
VCAL(Victorian Certificate of Applied Learning)
students and other individual students.
Christian Youth Camps Ministries received $2,000
for the 2013 Forest Edge Music Festival. Held
annually, Forest Edge Camp in Neerim East aims
to promote music with a positive message made
by artists who are a positive example to young
people.
Environmental Department, Neerim District
Secondary College received $5,000 for their
Recycling in the Neerim District Project, which
aims to improve the recycling capacity within the
Neerim District Secondary College and community
groups in the Neerim District.
Recycling bins will be strategically located within
the school and will be collected regularly and
recycled through the transfer station with the
assistance of the Lions Club of Neerim District.
Tarago Education Community received $1,500
for the 2013 Tarago Cluster Writers Camp. The
camp will enable the best and brightest young
people from Tarago Cluster Primary and Secondary
schools to spend two days with two different
authors to improve their writing skills.
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Who’s who in the branch?
Donna Field
Donna has been a resident of Neerim district for more
than 30 years. She and her husband Grant of more
than 25 years live in Neerim South with her two children
Emma, 11 years old and Adam, 8 years old.

Neerim District

Donna started at Neerim District Community Bank®
Branch in May 2010.
Donna is a keen horsewoman, educating and riding her
nine horses plus tending her retired ones which Grant
calls paddock ornaments. She assists others with riding lessons plus enjoys cooking
and working with the horses, cows, sheep, ducks and chickens on their hobby farm.
Donna is a volunteer Ambulance Community Officer at Neerim South Ambulance
Station and a committee member of Neerim District Agricultural and Horticultural
Society. She is very active in the Haemophilia Foundation Australia and the
Haemophilia Foundation Victoria and annually conducts a fundraiser for the
foundation.
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Branch contacts
Call in and see us at Shop 3/115 Main Road, Neerim South and you
will receive the friendly, informed service for which Neerim District
Community Bank® Branch is renowned.
The branch is staffed by the following team members:
Tim Gilmore

Branch Manager

Maureen Johnston

Customer Relationship Manager

Karen Johnson

Senior Customer Service Officer

Jenny Cooper

Customer Service Officer

Donna Field

Customer Service Officer

Brigitte Jansen

Customer Service Officer

Your banking
can make a difference

1

It’s simple
You choose to bank with your locally-owned
Community Bank® branch.

2

3

4

You select from a competitive
range of banking products.

The local community shares in the income
generated by your banking. The more you
bank with us, the more the community
benefits.

The community, not Bendigo Bank, chooses
which community projects receive support.

So make a difference – to your own banking and
your community. Drop into your branch at 115
Main Road, Neerim South or phone 5628 1079.
Bendigo and Adelaide Bank Limited ABN 11 068 049 178 AFSL 237879.
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Neerim District Community Bank® Branch
Shop 3, 115 Main Road,
Neerim South VIC 3831

Opening hours:
Monday to Friday 9.00am – 5.00pm and Saturday mornings 9.00am – 12 noon

Phone: 5628 1079

Website: www.bendigobank.com.au/neerim

www.bendigobank.com.au

